Audio Bijou Show Notes 12/18/07
Song: (1)

The Omega Man 3:23

Theme: (2)

Box Office Round Up: (3)

The last man on earth is not alone, in fact he’s accompanied by a couple million movie goers

The Score: (4)

Ron Granier

This week’s number one movie was I am Legend, based both on the 1954 book of the same name and the previous film adaptation of it, 1971’s the Omega Man starring Charleton Heston. The1971 film is a unique amalgam of action, science fiction, gothic horror, political commentary, and blaxpoitation. The score to the film is just as unique, combining traditional movie scoring with jazz and funk, funeral dirge, and early electonica, all courtesy of British composer Ron Granier. An early electronic music pioneer, Granier created synthesized music in an analog era of magnetic tape, spending weeks creating what kids now take for granted with the push of a button on garage band. He’s perhaps best known for creating the T.V. themes for two of the most iconic BBC science fiction shows of the 60’s and 70’s, Doctor Who, and the Prisoner, but he also scored movies as well, including To Sir with Love, the original version of Thief, and tonight’s selection, The Omega Man.

Song: (5)

On the Trumbl 6:08

Screen Test: (6)

Blade Runner, the Final Cut, is being released on DVD today after a limited theatrical run and two decades of re-edits, new found, and newly shot footage. The landmark film, directed by Ridley Scott and starring Harrison Ford, is based on the Philip K. Dick story Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep. Of course for every Blade Runner, there are about five Dick adaptations that are virtually unwatchable. Which of the following sci fi stinkers is not based on a Philip K. Dick story?

A. Next

B. Paycheck

C. Screamers

D. Virtuoisity
Song: (7)

Needling Neville 3:38

New to Theaters:
National Treasure: Book of Secrets (8)

John Turteteltaub, the director who brought you National Treasure, along with Jerry Bruckheimer, the man who brought you every crappy blockbuster for the last fifteen years, bring back their kiddy friendly DaVinci Code rip off for a second outing. This time, Benjamin Gates, played once again by Nicholas Cage, must search for the mysterious President’s Book of Secrets, a tome containing the country’s most covert of information including that which will clear the family Gates from being implicated in the assassination of Lincoln. So more globe trotting, more puzzles, and more Disney-fied PG level adventure. Diane Kruger, Justin Bartha, Jon Voight, Helen Mirren, Ed Harris, Harvey Keitel and Bruce Greenwood costar.         

Walk Hard (9)

Director Jake Kasdan, son of Lawrence,  and comedy it-boy Judd Apatow team up with former Apatow second stringer John C Reiley for the fake life story of Dewey Cox, a 1960’s rockabilly star who’s life bears anuncanny similarity to every other 1960’s rockstar ever, meaning drugs, womanizing, and cathartic rehab followed by minor comeback and nostalgic appreciation. Of course this time plaed for laughs. Rated R.

Sweeney Todd (10)

Tim Burton and Johnny Depp adpt StevenSondheim’s bloody revenge tale musical for the singingest dancingest Tim Burtonfilm ever. . Rated PG.
Charlie Wilson’s War (11)

Director Mike Nichols teams with Julia Roberts nd Tom Hanks to bring you the most anticipated movie of 1994. Based on a 60’s minutes story, Charlie Wilson’s war tells the true story of a blue blooded right winger played byJulia Roberts, who concinces a small timeTexs Senator, played by Tom Hanks to covertly aid the mujahadeen warrior of Afghanistanagainst the Soviet ocupaton of the early 80’s. . Rated PG-13.

P.S. I Love You (12)

.

Song: (13)

Zachary Makes His Move 4:49

New to DVD: (14)

Direct to DVD:
Classic/Reissue DVD:
TV on DVD:
Song: (15)

Hope Springs Eternal 4:05

Screen Test: (16) 
Blade Runner, the Final Cut, is being released on DVD today after a limited theatrical run and two decades of re-edits, new found, and newly shot footage. The landmark film, directed by Ridley Scott and starring Harrison Ford, is based on the Philip K. Dick story Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep. Of course for every Blade Runner, there are about five Dick adaptations that are virtually unwatchable. Which of the following sci fi stinkers is not based on a Philip K. Dick story?

A. Next

B. Paycheck

C. Screamers

D. Virtuoisity
 
Song: (17)

The Spirits Still Linger 4:30

Critique of the Week: (18)

I am Legend
Will Smith plays Dr. Robert Neville, the last man alive after a biological weapon leaves the rest of the world either dead or worse. By day he tours New York’s empty streets, gathering supplies, looking for survivors, and trying to maintain his sanity while at night he holds up in his fortress home, fending off what the remains of mankind have become. The film is based on the classic 1954 sci fi novel which inspired Dawn of the Dead, The Stand, and countless other post apocalyptic fantasies and was previously adapted into the 1971 classic sci fi movie The Omega Man, starring Charleton Heston. A remake of that film has been in the works for years, and in 1997 Arnold Schwarzenneger was supposed to star with Ridley Scott directing, but Warners balked at the budget and it never happened. It bounced around with half a dozen different actors, directors, and script treatments for the next ten years while a zombie movie revival dashed any hope that a straight adaptation of the book would seem original. Finally Will Smith nabbed it and Academy Award winning screenwriter Akiva Goldsman rewrote the script to make it closer to the 1971 film than the original book and Constantine director Francis Lawrence signed on, so finally I am Legend is coming to screens. Rated PG-13.  

Song: (19)

Surprise Party 1:41

Screen Test: (20)

Blade Runner, the Final Cut, is being released on DVD today after a limited theatrical run and two decades of re-edits, new found, and newly shot footage. The landmark film, directed by Ridley Scott and starring Harrison Ford, is based on the Philip K. Dick story Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep. Of course for every Blade Runner, there are about five Dick adaptations that are virtually unwatchable. Which of the following sci fi stinkers is not based on a Philip K. Dick story?

A. Next

B. Paycheck

C. Screamers

D. Virtuoisity
Virtuoisity was an original story. Total Recall, Minority Report, and A Scanner Darkly are all also Philip K Dick adaptations that don’t entirely suck.

Song: (21)

Dutch Takes Over 5:20

