Audio Bijou Show Notes 12/11/07
Song: (1)

The Golden Compass/ The Golden Compass 2:22
Theme: (2)

Box Office Round Up: (3)

The Compass is Golden overseas, a little tarnished domestically, but still number 1. It cost 180 million, and grossed 26 million, but made 55 million overseas. Too bad New Line sold the international distribution rights to finance the film. Fantasy historically has done much better abroad though. Eragon, in comparison, cost $100 million, grossed 23 domestically, but 174 internationally. Stardust cost 70, grossed 38, but is still playing internationally and has made 94.7 so far. The box office overall was down about 19% compared to last year. 
The Score: (4)

Alexandre Desplat
Alexandre Desplat, has been very busy. It’s not been that long since the French born composer started working on American films, with the Girl with the Pearl Earring, and he has already amassed a considerable resume, including a Golden Globe Award for the Painted Veil and an Oscar nomination for the Queen. Right now he has three films in theaters concurrently with The Golden Compass, Mr. Magorium’s Wonder Emporium, and Ang Lee’s Lust Caution all released within the past month. Tonight we’ll listen to selections from each film.
Song: (5)

Sky Ferry/ The Golden Compass 2:44
Screen Test: (6)

The Harry Potter series, whose latest installment, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, arrives on DVD today, has been more faithful to the novels they’re based on than most film adaptations, in large part due to the input from author J.K. Rowling the producers invite as they create the movies. Despite this, some things still have to be abbreviated, altered, or omitted in order to compress the lengthy books down to two hours. Which character from Order of the Phoenix was slated to be cut from the film until input from Rowling convinced the producers to keep them in?
A. Bellatrix LeStrange

B. Kreatcher

C. Nymphadora Tonks

D. Percy Weasley
Song: (7, 8)

Falling Rain/ Lust, Caution 1:13
Tsim Sha Tsui Stroll 1:45

New to Theaters:
I am Legend (9)

Will Smith plays Dr. Robert Neville, the last man alive after a biological weapon leaves the rest of the world either dead or worse. By day he tours New York’s empty streets, gathering supplies, looking for survivors, and trying to maintain his sanity while at night he holds up in his fortress home, fending off what the remains of mankind have become. The film is based on the classic 1954 sci fi novel which inspired Dawn of the Dead, The Stand, and countless other post apocalyptic fantasies and was previously adapted into the 1971 classic sci fi movie The Omega Man, starring Charleton Heston. A remake of that film has been in the works for years, and in 1997 Arnold Schwarzenneger was supposed to star with Ridley Scott directing, but Warners balked at the budget and it never happened. It bounced around with half a dozen different actors, directors, and script treatments for the next ten years while a zombie movie revival dashed any hope that a straight adaptation of the book would seem original. Finally Will Smith nabbed it and Academy Award winning screenwriter Akiva Goldsman rewrote the script to make it closer to the 1971 film than the original book and Constantine director Francis Lawrence signed on, so finally I am Legend is coming to screens. Rated PG-13.     

Alvin and the Chipmunks (10)
Tim Hill, who was once the guy who created Cartoon Kablam’s Action League Now! and wrote for Spongebob but who is now the guy who directed Garfield 2, subjects audiences once again to computer animated versions of forgotten and irrelevant cartoon characters making poop jokes. This time it’s the Chipmunks, and for the first time in the helium voiced trio’s 50 year history neither they nor their manager Dave Seville are played by Ross Bagdasarian. Instead, Jason Lee shaves his awesome mustache to play Dave while Justin Long, Jesse McCartney and Matthew Gubler voice Alvin, Simon and Theodore, the anthropomorphized singing rodents who turn Dave’s life upside down. Rated PG.

The Perfect Holiday (11)
Gabrielle Union plays a woman recently separated from her philandering rap star husband, played by Charlie Murphy, giving her a case of the Christmastime blues. Her kids think the cure for mom’s woe lies in a little ho ho ho and ask the mall Santa, played by Morris Chestnut, for a new daddy. It turns out that Santa might be perfect for mom- that is if he can hide the fact that he’s a penniless mall Santa. Terrence Howard, Queen Latifa, and Katt Williams costar. Rated PG.
Song: (12)

Finale/ Mr. Magorium 2:42
New to Theaters (Limited):
 Juno (13)
Stripper turned blogger turned author turned screenwriter it-girl Diablo Cody and Thank You for Smoking director Jason Reitman, son of Ghostbusters director Ivan Reitman, team for the tale of Juno, a high school girl who gets preggeers with an oops baby and decides to seek out a set of proper parents for the poor bastard and finds a willing couple in the want ads. This high school girl version of Knocked Up stars Ellen Page, Jennifer Garner, Michael Cerra, and Jason Bateman along with J.K. Simmons, Allison Janney and Rainn Wilson. Rated PG-13.
The Kite Runner (14)

Based on the acclaimed novel of the same name, The Kite Runner tells the story of two boys from Afghanistan separated during the Soviet invasion and subsequent reign of the Taliban, with one immigrating to America and the other stuck in Kabul to endure the socio-political upheaval and oppression. The two are reunited years later when tragedy befalls one of the now grown men’s sons. Director Marc Forster, whose previous work includes Monster’s Ball, Finding Neverland, and Stranger Than Fiction and whose upcoming work includes the next Bond movie, cast unknown Afghanis in the film and the film was shot in Persian with English subtitles. It has generated some controversy in that the two young boys who star in the film were concerned for their safety in their native Afghanistan in light of the film’s depiction of a violent rape, the fear being the conservative Muslim movie goers would not be able to separate fact from fiction. The film was pushed back for a few weeks while the studio arranged for the boys to leave the country. Rated R.
Song: (15, 16)

Magorium’s Apartment 1:03

Temper Tantrum pt 2 1:19

New to DVD: (17)

Direct to DVD:
Classic/Reissue DVD:
TV on DVD:
Song: (18, 19)

Lyla, Roger, and Billy 1:29

Serafina Pekkala 1:50

 

Screen Test: (20)

The Harry Potter series, whose latest installment, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, arrives on DVD today, has been more faithful to the novels they’re based on than most film adaptations, in large part due to the input from author J.K. Rowling the producers invite as they create the movies. Despite this, some things still have to be abbreviated, altered, or omitted in order to compress the lengthy books down to two hours. Which character from Order of the Phoenix was slated to be cut from the film until input from Rowling convinced the producers to keep them in?

A. Bellatrix LeStrange

B. Kreatcher

C. Nymphadora Tonks

D. Percy Weasley 
Song: (21)

Lord Faa, King of the Gyptians 2:17
Critique of the Week: (22)

The Golden Compass
Song: (23)

Toystore Jam 1:06
Critique of the Week: (24)

Golden Compass continued 

Song: (25)

Wong Cha Chi’s Theme 3:45
Screen Test: (26)

The Harry Potter series, whose latest installment, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, arrives on DVD today, has been more faithful to the novels they’re based on than most film adaptations, in large part due to the input from author J.K. Rowling the producers invite as they create the movies. Despite this, some things still have to be abbreviated, altered, or omitted in order to compress the lengthy books down to two hours. Which character from Order of the Phoenix was slated to be cut from the film until input from Rowling convinced the producers to keep them in?

A. Bellatrix LeStrange

B. Kreatcher

C. Nymphadora Tonks

D. Percy Weasley
Kreacher, who really does not affect the plot of the film, was to be cut from it until Rowling suggested he stay if the producers wished to adapt the last two books as well.

Song: (27)

 Rescuing the Children 2:18
