Audio Bijou Show Notes 5/29/07

Song: (1A)

Hans Zimmer/ Hoist the Colors/ POTC: AWE 1:31

Theme: (2A)

Box Office Round Up: (1B)

Pirates failed to top it's predecessor, but still managed to pull in a great deal of booty.

The Score: (2B)

Hans Zimmer has long been known for doing for action movie scores what Michael Bay does for action movie visuals, so it was no surprise that when he became involved with the Pirates franchise the music was less swashbuckling and more ass kicking. Matching his nontraditional approach to the genre is his nontraditional approach to film scoring. Rather than score the movie solely by himself, Zimmer leads the film score equivalent of a rock band, which is known as the Media Ventures Group. A collaboration of assorted composers each operating under Zimmer's tutelage, Media Ventures alumni include Harry Gregson Williams, John Powell, and Klaus Badelt.  Pirates of the Caribbean At World's End features no fewer than 6 composers contributing to it with Zimmer at the helm. Though Zimmer's fingerprints are all over it, he is not actually credited with the Black Pearl soundtrack. That would be fellow Media Ventures contributer Klaus Badelt. We'll be listening to selections from each of the Pirates movies tonight from all of its various contributers.  

Song: (3B)

Klaus Badelt/ He's a Pirate/ POTC: COTBP 1:32

Screen Test Trivia Question: (4B)

The Disney theme park ride on which Pirates of the Caribbean is based has in the past couple of years undergone alteration to integrate characters from the movies into the ride, including Captain Jack Sparrow, Captain Barbosa, and Davey Jones. This isn't the first time the ride has been altered however. Back in 1997 Disney changed the ride in its American parks to address parts of the attraction some had deemed offensive. Which of the following was not an alteration made to make Pirates more PC?

A. Scenes of lecherous pirates chasing comely wenches were changed to make them hungry pirates trying to steal pies.

B. A scene of a lass hiding in a barrel from a pirate who has stolen her petticoat was replaced by a cat in the barrel peeping out a pirate on the hunt for pork loin.

C. A scene of ladies being auctioned off under a banner of “Take a Wench for a Bride” was replaced by pirates bidding on the women's food under a banner that reads “Quench your Appetite with our Delicious Pies.”

D. A scene of lecherous pirate getting more than he bargained for when he's chased by an amorous fat chick was replaced by a pie stealing pirate chased by a fat chick about to beat him with a ham.

Song: (5B)

Hans Zimmer/ Singapore/ POTC: AWE  3:40

New to Theaters (wide release):

Knocked Up (6B)

Writer director Judd Apatow of TV's Freaks and Geeks, Undeclared, and 2005's break out hit The 40 Year Old Virgin is back with another comedy that takes a sweet but R rated look at the foibles of getting' it on. Seth Rogan stars as a shiftless shlub who has a one night stand with Katherine Heigl, an up and coming career woman. Their night of anonymous passion presents them with some tough choices and humorous consequences when it turns out she's pregnant. Fellow Apatow vets Paul Rudd, Leslie Mann, Jonah Hill, and others costar. Early buzz has been built up for months now and it's all been overwhelmingly positive.  Rated R.

Mr. Brooks (7B)

In one of the most weirdly cast  movies ever, Kevin Costner plays a serial killer, or, at the least, one half of a serial killer's dual personality. Costner is Mr. Brook's nice guy, family man, philanthropist exterior while William Hurt plays the killer's sick and twisted half , egging him on to murder while a detective played by Demi Moore tracks him down and a sleazy photographer played by Dane Cook tries to blackmale him. The question is not whether this cast is a total turn off, but which one actor makes you not want to see the movie the most? Rated R.

Gracie (8B)

Actress Elizabeth Shue plumbs events from her own childhood for the inspired by a true story movie Gracie. It's about a girl back in 1978 who tries to compete in boys soccer after her older varsity soccer all star brother tragically dies in a car accident. If only she made a movie about some of the later years, when she traded soccer for starring in such 80's awesomeness as The Karate Kid, Adventures in Babysitting, and Back to the Future II. New comer Carly Shroeder plays Gracie while Shue plays, in essence, her own mother with her brother Andrew Shue as the soccer coach. The movie was directed by Shue's husband Davis Guggenheim, and one can assume, her second cousin as best boy and college roommate in charge of craft services. Rated PG. 

Rise: Blood Hunter (9B)

Lucy Liu plays a reporter out to avenge a death- her own. She wakes up in a morgue and discovers that she's been turned into a vampire, but instead of feeding upon the flesh of the living she decides to use her new abilities to take down the cult that turned her. To do so she teams up with a cop played by Michael Chiklis whose daughter was also a victim. James D'Arcy and Carla Gugino co-star with a cameo appearance by Marilyn Manson. Rated R. 

New to Theaters (limited release):

Day Watch (10B)

Despite having already been popular in Eastern Europe this is not in fact a typo of Baywatch. Released over a year ago in Russia, Day Watch is the second in the Russian supernatural thriller Night Watch trilogy, in which a truce between the Others, supernatural elements of good and evil, is overseen and maintained by the representatives of the light, or Nightwatch, during the night and the agents of evil or Daywatch, during the day. The film picks up about a year after the events of first film where Nightwatch agent Anton saw his long lost son adopted into the ranks of the Dark Others. Now as his son approaches the age where he is prophecized to end the truce and bring destruction down upon the earth, Anton must seek out the mythical Chalk of Fate in hopes of rewriting history to avert disaster. Suffice it to say the series has a rich and complex mythology to it, but is surprisingly accessible for Western viewers and has some of the most creative uses of subtitles you'll ever see. Rated R. 

Song: (11B)

Hans Zimmer/ Two Hornpipes (Tortuga)/ POTC: DMC 1:14

New to DVD: (12B)

Hannibal Rising (rated and unrated)

Direct to DVD:

The Foursome (golf comedy starring Kevin Dillon)

Classic/Reissue DVD:

NA

TV on DVD:

The Closer S2

Rawhide S2

F Troop S2

Song: (13B)

Hans Zimmer/ The Kraken/ POTC: DMC 6:55

Screen Test Trivia Question: (14B)

The Disney theme park ride on which Pirates of the Caribbean is based has in the past couple of years undergone alteration to integrate characters from the movies into the ride, including Captain Jack Sparrow, Captain Barbosa, and Davey Jones. This isn't the first time the ride has been altered however. Back in 1997 Disney changed the ride in its American parks to address parts of the attraction some had deemed offensive. Which of the following was not an alteration made to make Pirates more PC?

A. Scenes of lecherous pirates chasing comely wenches were changed to make them hungry pirates trying to steal pies.

B. A scene of a lass hiding in a barrel from a pirate who has stolen her petticoat was replaced by a cat in the barrel peeping out a pirate on the hunt for pork loin.

C. A scene of ladies being auctioned off under a banner of “Take a Wench for a Bride” was replaced by pirates bidding on the women's food under a banner that reads “Quench your Appetite with our Delicious Pies.”

D. A scene of lecherous pirate getting more than he bargained for when he's chased by an amorous fat chick was replaced by a pie stealing pirate chased by a fat chick about to beat him with a ham.

Song: (15B)

Hans Zimmer/ Up Is Down/ POTC: AWE 2:42

Cinema Critique of the Week: (16B)

Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End

Song: (17B)

Hans Zimmer/ The Brethren Court/ POTC: AWE 2:21

Cinema Critique of the Week Continued: (18B)

More Pirates

Song: (19B)

Hans Zimmer/ Davy Jones/ POTC: DMC 3:15

Movie News: Thirty years of Star Wars: (20B)

This Friday marked the 30th anniversary of the release of Star Wars, arguably the biggest summer blockbuster of all time. Unlike the summer movies we see today with an emphasis on worldwide releases, record breaking opening weekends, and a three month window before the DVD push, Star Wars was released on a meager 32 screens, opened far from number one at the box office, stayed in theaters for over a year (where it was number one for most of the time) and didn't have much in the way of promotional tie ins or toys until close to a year after its release. We'll take a look at the original film, it's impact and legacy.

Song: (21B)

Hans Zimmer/ Parlay/ POTC: AWE 2:10 

Wrap Up/Trivia Answer: (22B)

The Disney theme park ride on which Pirates of the Caribbean is based has in the past couple of years undergone alteration to integrate characters from the movies into the ride, including Captain Jack Sparrow, Captain Barbosa, and Davey Jones. This isn't the first time the ride has been altered however. Back in 1997 Disney changed the ride in its American parks to address parts of the attraction some had deemed offensive. Which of the following was not an alteration made to make Pirates more PC?

A. Scenes of lecherous pirates chasing comely wenches were changed to make them hungry pirates trying to steal pies.

B. A scene of a lass hiding in a barrel from a pirate who has stolen her petticoat was replaced by a cat in the barrel peeping out a pirate on the hunt for pork loin.

C. A scene of ladies being auctioned off under a banner of “Take a Wench for a Bride” was replaced by pirates bidding on the women's food under a banner that reads “Quench your Appetite with our Delicious Pies.”

D. A scene of lecherous pirate getting more than he bargained for when he's chased by an amorous fat chick was replaced by a pie stealing pirate chased by a fat chick about to beat him with a ham.

The auction remained unchanged, though the banner has sometimes been removed. As outspoken as the attraction's critics were, the response to the changes was even worse, with one of the original imagineers criticizing it as “Boy Scouts of the Caribbean.”

Song: (4B)

Hans Zimmer/ Drink Up Me Hearties/ POTC: AWE 4:31

Review: Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End

Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End was released last Thursday to a virtually audible collective sigh of disappointment by the movie going audience. What is shocking is not that the third installment of the franchise is less than good, it's that anybody expected any less. Somehow, in the time since it's successful theatrical release and subsequent record making DVD sales, the original movie has been deified as the end all be all of pirate adventures. It's amazing how clever marketing, childhood nostalgia, and a few years can cloud the memory of our collective pop culture from seeing what a ridiculous, charisma free mess the  original in fact was. The sequels, including the most recent, are no different save for the audiences perception of them. In all fairness they have upped the ante for plot convolution and Johnny Depp's performance as Captain Jack Sparrow has become exponentially more cartoonish and annoying with each outing, but at it's heart, it is still the same series it always was, full of characters no one cares about double crossing each other to achieve ends no one understands in an overblown special effects laden cartoon masking as an adventure movie. 

With that in mind, At World's End is not all that bad. Sure, it juggles it's multiple plot lines like a plate spinner struggling to keep up with the “Sabre Dance” song and dropping just a few. And yes, Johnny Depp's performance has become a parody of itself, which given that it was originally somewhat of a parody, has the effect of a drag queen impersonating another drag queen. And yes, neither Keira Knightly nor Orlando Bloom have become better actors. But, in its defense, both Will Turner and Elizabeth Swan are given more interesting things to do as they have shifted from their goody goody milk toast characters into multi-layered back stabbing pirates themselves. And, perhaps most importantly, Geoffrey Rush is back as the consummate pirate Captain Barbosa. He's the only one who injects any life into the creaking husk that this franchise is and he does it with gusto. Rush is so enjoyable to watch that it makes it all the more a shame when the weasely nose of Captain Jack once again rears itself on the screen, stealing both thunder and screen time from the film's infinitely more interesting supporting players. Also of note is Bill Nighy, who manages to inject an once of humanity into his special effects laden, tentacle bearded Davey Jones. 

The plot, such as it is, is this-

Captain Barbosa has been brought back from the land of the dead by Voodoo Lady Tia Dalma, who is in fact Davey Jones' tempestuous former lover Callypso, goddess of the sea. She needs him to gather the pirate lords and the pieces of eight they used with the help of Davey Jones to bind her in human form so that her curse can be lifted. In order to gather all of them all, including their pieces, Barbosa, Will Turner, Elizabeth Swann, and the rest of the remnants of the Black Pearl crew, must travel to Davey Jones' Locker to retrieve Jack Sparrow, who neglected to pass on his piece of eight before he was taken by the Kraken at the end of the last movie.

Still with us?

In order to reach the land of the dead they must get charts from Singapore pirate Sao Feng, played by Chow Yun Fat in a totally wasted and throw away character.

Meanwhile Will Turner wants to rescue his father from his servitude to Davey Jones, who in turn is under the influence of the East India Trading Company, who thanks to English Navy Commodore turned pirate turned English Navy Admiral Norrington have possession of his cursed heart which he ripped out after being spurned by Calypso, damning him and his crew to turn immortally fishy.

The East India Trading Company is using Jones to wipe out piracy, but whoever destroys his heart not only kills Jones, but also inherits his curse as the captain of the Flying Dutchman, the ship that must ferry the dead to the hereafter. Resurrected Captain Jack thinks life eternal might be a good idea so he's after Jones' heart.

Oh, and Elizabeth wants revenge for her father's death. He dies too. I forgot that bit. 

So does the Kraken for some reason.

So that's it.

Oh, but Sao Feng thinks Elizabeth is Calypso and so she becomes a pirate lord and well, I'm sure there's a bunch of other twists and turns in there too, but basically that's it.

Oh, and Jack's gone crazy and  sees multiple versions of himself and Bootstrap Bill is gone senile from being all barnaclely.

Plus Keith Richards is in it as Jack's father.

For all of about two seconds.

And the whole Will and Elizabeth loving each other thing is back on. 

It is, without a doubt, a giant, two hour and forty five minute, convoluted mess.

But, then again so was the second one. And at least with its eighteen different double, triple, and quadruple crosses it's a fair share better than the first film's tame, gutlessly politically correct and pandering pablum. There is a silly moral at the end about piracy being good and big corporations being bad, so if you're at all wary of shelling out the eight bucks to see this movie, by all means download it off bit torrent or get a bootleg copy from a street vendor.  It's what the Walt Disney company seems to want.

Two and a Half thumbs up.    

