Audio Bijou Show Notes 5/22/07

Song: (1)

Eels/ Royal Pain/ Shrek the Third 2:28

Theme: (2)

Box Office Round Up: (3)

Shrek is swimming in the green stuff and he made a ton of money too, beating Shrek 2's record breaking opening.

The Score: (4)

We continue week two of our musical Shrektacular, featuring fairy tale character karaoke, classic rock covers, quirky pop songs, and a heartwarming score by Harry Gregson Williams.

Song: (5)

Harry Gregson Williams/ Charming's Plan/ Shrek the Third 2:49

Screen Test Trivia Question: (6)

In Shrek the Third, current Black Eyed Pea and former Kids Incorporated member Fergie sings a cover of the 1977 hit single by Heart, Barracuda. One of the two sister who formed Heart, Nancy Wilson, has gone on to compose music for films. Specifically, her husband's films. Who is Nancy Wilson's husband?

Song: (7)

Tom Waits/ Little Drop of Poison/ Shrek 2 3:11

New to Theaters (wide release):

Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End (8)

Not to be confused with the big budget erotica starring Jessie James and Teagan Presley, this is the third Disney movie in their trilogy based on the theme park ride. Like the porno movie though,  Pirates has a loose, poorly constructed story that's really an excuse to fill screen time in between the money shots. The story, such as it is, is this- Will Turner, Elizabeth Swann, and the rest of the Black Pearl crew team up with their former enemy Captain Barbosa to travel to Davey Jones' Locker to rescue the rogue Captain Jack Sparrow. Meanwhile Davey Jones is under the Influence of the East India Trading Company who has come in possession of the Flying Dutchman Captain's dismembered heart. They're determined to wipe out piracy, and so the Pearl must look for allies to combat them, including the cunning Chinese Pirate Sao Feng.  Starring Johnny Depp, Orlando Bloom, Geoffrey Rush, Kiera Knightly, Bill Nighy, and Chow Yun Fat. Directed by Gore Verbinski. Rated Aaarrr ..... er, PG-13.

Bug (9)

Director William Friedken, best known for The Exorcist and The French Connection, adapts Tracy Letts critically acclaimed off Braodway stage play for the big screen. Ashley Judd stars as a lonely waitress fearing her abusive ex-husband's release from prison. She starts up a romance with a Gulf War vet drifter and they share her run down motel room. She seems to be starting a new life, and then the bugs appear. Under the bed. In the air. Under their skin. In their minds? Rated R.

New to Theaters (limited release):

Angel A, Paprika, The Boss of It All, Golden Door (10)

Everything opening in limited release this week will be in LA or NY only. So if your Memorial Day travel plans include a trip to the coast you can check out such fare as Angel-A, by French filmmaker Luc Besson, who you might know from The Professional and La Femme Nikita. Or you might know him from Taxi and Arthur and the Invisibles. Angel A is about a man about to kill himself by jumping into the Seine river- his suicide would be in Seine! get it? Insane? He about to jump when he sees a beautiful and mysterious woman about to do the same thing and rushes to save her. It's like the set up for It's a Wonderful Life if Clarence was a hot chick.  

Or There's Paprika, a trippy anime movie from director Satoshi Kon about psychotherapists who use a device to enter their patients' dreams. When the device is stolen, it's up to a brave therapist, code named Paprika, to retrieve it.

There's also The Boss of It all, a comedy from Lars von Trier. Yes, Lars von Trier, the Danish filmmaker who pioneered the Dogme 95 style. For those who don't know what Dogme film is you're probably better off. Basically it's boring and depressing. In other words, Danish. For this film von Trier has invented a new pretentious style of filmmaking he calls Automavision in which he left the camera control to a computer to avoid human interference in the process ....yeah. Meanwhile the movie itself is about an IT company that hires an actor to play their fake CEO to give their little company the look of importance during a big deal with foreign investors. 

Finally we've got Golden Door from Italian director Emanuele Crialese. It's about early 20th century immigrants who meet aboard a steamer ship set for Ellis Island. One a poor Italian widower with his children and the other is a mysterious Englishwoman played by Charlotte Gainsbourg. Charlotte Gainsbourg you might remember from the Michel Gondry film The Science of Sleep or from her recent English/ French language hybrid indie rock album 5:55. A singer and actress? She's like an obscure, artsy fartsy J-Lo!

Song: (11)

Jennifer Saunders/ Holding Out for a Hero/ Shrek 2 3:56

New to DVD: (12)

Epic Movie (rated and unrated)

Apocalypto

The Good German

Venus

Letters from Iwo Jima (also available as a SE 5 pack with Flags of Our Fathers SE)

Fay Grim

Dark Corners (horror starring Thora Birch)

Direct to DVD:

NA

Classic/Reissue DVD:

Rush Hour SE

Rush Hour 2 SE

40 Year Old Virgin SE

Summer School SE

Porky's SE

Prince of the City SE

Scarface (1932 version)

TV on DVD:

Scrubs S5

The OC S4

Airwolf S3

Martin S2

Kitchen Confidential CS

Kyle XY S1

Afro Samurai

Roots SE

Song: (13, 14)

Harry Gregson Williams/ Welcome to Duloc/ Shrek :38

Harry Gregson Williams/ Merry Men/ Shrek :43

Screen Test Trivia Question: (15)

In Shrek the Third, current Black Eyed Pea and former Kids Incorporated member Fergie sings a cover of the 1977 hit single by Heart, Barracuda. One of the two sister who formed Heart, Nancy Wilson, has gone on to compose music for films. Specifically, her husband's films. Who is Nancy Wilson's husband?

Song: (16)

Harry Gregson Williams/ Singing Princess/ Shrek 1:34

Cinema Critique of the Week: (17)

Shrek The Third

Song: (18)

Harry Gregson Williams/ Starry Night/ Shrek 1:03

Cinema Critique of the Week Continued: (19)

More Shrek

Song: (20)

John Cale/ Hallelujah/ I'm Your Fan (The Velvet Underground member's 1991 cover of Leonard Cohen's 1984 song. Because of contract difficulties, Rufus Wainright's version of Cale's cover is what appears on the Shrek Soundtrack album) 4:39

Movie News: The Cannes Film Festival: (21)

Last year's winner: The wind that shakes the barly

Select movies of note (meaning in English) in Open Competition for the Palme d'Or

Zodiac- David Fincher's Zodiac Killer movie which just debuted internationally and came in third in international B.O. behind Spidey and Shrek for the weekend. It even beat out Spidey in Paris theaters.

Death Proof- Quentin Tarantino's half of Grindhouse expanded a full half an hour for Cannes and retitled Boulevard de la Mort

No Country for Old Men- the Coen bros latest, a comedy infused crime noir ala Fargo or Blood Simple starring Tommy Lee Jones and Josh Brolin. Of note- no musical score in this one. The Coens won back in 1991 with Barton Fink.

We Own the Night- crime drama set in the late 80's NY club scene that sees a club owner stuck between Russian mobster muscling in and his cop brother and father. Stars Jaquin Phoenix, Mark Whalberg and Robert Duvall. From John Gray, director of the Yards.

My Blueberry Nights- English language debut from acclaimed Hong Kong director Wong Kar Wai, who oversaw the Cannes competition last year. Stephen Frears heads it this year. It's a road movie about a girl traveling through America to discover herself. Stars Jude Law, Rachel Weisz, David Stratharn, and in her screen debut, singer Norah Jones.

Paranoid Park- Gus Van Sant's latest about a teenage skater punk who is accidentally involved in a murder. Van Sant recruited his actors via MySpace. He won in 2003 for elephant.

Premiering out of competition:

A Mighty Heart-Michael Winterbottom's film starring Angelina Jolie in the true life story of Mariane Pearl, the widow of murdered journalist Danny Pearl, and her investigation into his death at the hands of Muslim extremists.

Ocean's 13

Sicko- Michael Moore's doc on health care. Moore was the big winner in 2004 with his slapped together collection of C-Span outtakes otherwise known as farenheit 9/11.

U2 3D- it's a U2 concert in 3D

Of horrible note

Also premiering is a remake of the red balloon starring Juliette Binoche

Song: (22)

Maya Rudolph and Rupert Everett/ Final Showdown/ Shrek the Third 1:55

Wrap Up/Trivia Answer: (23)

In Shrek the Third, current Black Eyed Pea and former Kids Incorporated member Fergie sings a cover of the 1977 hit single by Heart, Barracuda. One of the two sister who formed Heart, Nancy Wilson, has gone on to compose music for films. Specifically, her husband's films. Who is Nancy Wilson's husband? 

Answer: Nancy Wilson married director and one time writer for Rolling Stone Cameron Crowe in 1986. She wrote the songs for the fictional rock group Stillwater for Crowe's semi-autobiographical Almost Famous and has gone on to contribute music to Vanilla Sky and Elizabethtown.

Song: (24)

Eddie Murphy and Antonio Bandaras/ Thank You (Falletinme Be Mice Elf Again)/ Shrek the Third 4:39 (cover of 1969 Sly and the Family Stone single) 

Review: Shrek the Third

The original Shrek, released in 2001, was a great antidote to the overly saccharine and manipulative commercial efforts that Disney had pigeonholed animation into being over the course of the 1990's. What was great about the original Shrek was that even though it skewered the conventions of the fairy tale, it ultimately was one, using a veneer of postmodernist humor to make palatable its sweet and nostalgic core. It didn't take long however for the new kings of animation to pigeonhole the genre into a new and even worse mold, made up of celebrity stunt casting, grating pop culture referencing, witless puns, and fart jokes. But enough about Shark Tale. 

Shrek the Third isn't exactly a true return to form for the series, but it's notably better than more of the same shallow comedy that Shrek 2's “Meet the Parents” rip off was. The film begins in the Land of Far Far Away, where Ogre Princess Fiona's Frog King Father is ready to croak and names Shrek as his unlikely heir. Royal preening and prancing isn't exactly Shrek's style and so he and his talking animal companions embark on a quest to retrieve the next in line for the thrown, Fiona's nerdy cousin Artie, voiced by Justin Timberlake. If pawning off his job of running a country to a dweeby kid wasn't enough, Shrek has also just found out that Fiona is pregnant, and so his fear of responsibility is the essential crisis he must resolve before the final reel.  Meanwhile Prince Charming, hungry for revenge, has assembled an army of fairy tale villains to take over the kingdom from Fiona and her princess pals. 

The series' pop culture referencing, not quite the best episode of Simpsons grade humor still abounds, and there are some clever digs at high school hierarchy and musical theater. Thankfully most of the fart and poop jokes have been kept to a minimum this time out as well, as has Eddie Murphy's annoying braying- so amusing in the first one, so too much in the second. The animation has also continued to improve by leaps and bounds, though the attempts at realistic human characters, which feature more heavily in this installment than in either of the previous installments, is still not quite enough to make the leap over the uncanny valley of human perception that makes almost but not quite realistic human characters just creepy. That plus Princess Fiona still just looks like an ugly fat broad as an ogre.

Princess Fiona is really the main thing holding back the Shrek series, or more to the point the way the second and now third installments seem to ignore her almost completely. One would think that having parents that lock you up in a dragon guarded tower for your entire childhood and transforming form a beautiful princess to an ogre, being caught between the worlds of aristocracy and swamp dwelling monsters, plus discovering that your father was actually a frog would be virtual goldmine of material to utilize to give the series further emotional content. Instead Fiona is relegated to the position of supportive girl for her true love. For a series that prides itself on subverting fairytale cliché, it falls into the genre's most obvious one. The way in which Princess Fiona has been transformed from an independent minded girl who civilizes the antisocial ogre into a doting ogre housewife is as misogynistic as Olivia Newton John's leather clad about face at the end of Grease. There is a bit in Shrek the Third where the captured princesses must escape and Fiona  talks them out of sitting around waiting to be rescued in an action packed and genuinely funny call to arms, but it's too little too late after most of the movie is devoted to how parenthood will affect Shrek only. One would think the character who grew up with identity and body image issues about being an ogre would have a few more issues about birthing green skinned children than her homely hubby.

The series' unfortunate sexism aside, Shrek the Third is a diverting and enjoyable comedy. The regular cast provides reliable vocal performances and the addition of SNL vets Maya Rudolph, Cheri O'Teri, and Amy Poehler as the princesses and Monty Python's Eric Idle as a doddering new agey Merlin are amusing additions, and Justin Timberlake manages to be a bit more than a marquee name to rope in the MySpace crowd. Funny but shallow, Shrek the Third is a suitable sequel, but it hardly redeems the series. But then there's always Shrek 4....

Three Thumbs Up.

