Audio Bijou Show Notes 4/01/08

Song: (1, 2, 3)

Bee Gees/ Stayin Alive/ Airplane!
Theme: (4)

Box Office Round Up: (5)

21 beats the house
The Score: (6)

April Fools!
It’s April Fool’s Day, and no genre better epitomizes the spirit of the pranksters holiday than the spoof film, the latest of which, Superhero Movie, opened this past weekend. 
At their best, spoofs skewer the clichés of genre film in a way that reminds us of what we love about the originals while at the same time recontextualizing the formula for comedy, advancing genres such as Westerns, disaster movies, and sports movies past tired formulaic convention. At their worst, they are poorly executed poop jokes and scattershot pop culture references.

Tonight, we’ll concentrate on the best- the parodies we love as much, if not more, than the original movies they mock, including Airplane, Blazing Saddles, The Life of Brian, and more.     

Song: (7)

Elmer Bernstein/ Opening Title/ Airplane!
Screen Test Trivia: (8)

We continue our April Fool’s Day look at spoofs with a question about The Naked Gun series. It’s not unusual for a movie to spawn a short lived television series- just look at Ferris Bueller, Planet of the Apes, and My Big Fat Greek Life to name a few. What’s less common is for a short lived series to spawn a movie, but that’s just what the Abrahams/Zucker team, who created Airplane!, did with their failed series Police Squad. The series lasted only six episodes, but went on to inspire 3 Naked Gun movies, meaning the movie series is actually longer than the TV show it came from. 

One of the running gags in the show was to have a weekly guest star who was killed before the opening titles were done. One of these guest stars actually got their chance to actually guest star when the television series became a film series. Which one of the six mortally wounded guest stars from Police Squad went on to star in a Naked Gun movie?
Lorne Green, George Stanford Brown, Robert Goulet, William Shatner, Florence Henderson, or William Conrad?
Song: (9)

Frankie Lane/ Blazzing Saddles/ Blazing Saddles
New to Theaters
Leatherheads (10)

George Clooney directs and stars in this homage to old timey screwball comedies set against the early days of professional football, long before the sport ruined Sunday television and inspired the mindless devotion of millions of drunken losers. Clooney stars as an aging gladiator of the gridiron who, looking to save his team and his sport, recruits a talented young college star, played by The Office’s John Krasinski. A go getter sports reporter, played by Renee Zellwiger, investigates whether this new golden boy is everything he claims and soon the veteran team leader and the rookie up and comer find themselves rivals, butting heads on the field over the nature of the game and off field for the affections of the spunky cub reporter. Rated PG-13.  

Nim’s Island (11)

Based on the children’s book of the same name, Nim’s Island stars Jodie Foster as an introverted, homebound author named Alexandra who writes globetrotting adventure novels under the name Alex Rover. When one of her biggest fans, a young girl named Nim played by Abigail Breslin, writes to her from her home on a distant, tropical island begging for help with solving the disappearance of her father, Alexandra must get over her phobias and leave the house to help. Gerard Butler costars in the dual role of Nim’s father and Alexandra’s imagined personification of her pseudonym. Rated PG. 
The Ruins (12)

Another movie based on a book about a trip to a tropical local, The Ruins is the horrific tale of a group of American tourists who visit an archeological dig at a Mayan temple. After a series of mistakes and mishaps leave them stranded, they find that the temple and surrounding jungle hide an evil secret. They begin hearing things and imagining things crawling beneath their skin until their own insecurities and in fighting, magnified by the jungle’s evil, destroy them. The cast includes Laura Ramsey, who you might remember from another movie about the evil forces that destroy young Americans vacationing in Mexico- The Real Cancun. Rated R.
Shine a Light (13)

Martin Scorsese followed the legendary senior citizens group The Rolling Stones on their 2006 A Bigger Bang Tour for this concert film, which intercuts between the tour and the group’s decades of history. Ironically, this will be the only Martin Scorsese film not to include “Gimme Shelter” on its soundtrack. Also in IMAX Rated PG-13. 
My Blueberry Nights (14)

Hong Kong auteur Wong Kar Wai makes his English language debut with this long delayed film, which opened at last year’s Cannes film festival. The film stars Jude Law and, in her acting debut, Norah Jones, in an intertwining tale of love in various forms. Jones plays a young woman whose boyfriend has cheated on her prompting her to wander the country from job to job, while Law, as a diner owner smitten with the girl pines for her return. Rachel Weisz, Natalie Portman, David Strathairn, and musician Cat Power costar as people she encounters in her wanderings. Rated PG-13.
Song: (15)

Eric Idle/ Always Look on the Bright Side of Life/ The Life of Brian
New to DVD: (16, 17)

Direct to DVD:

Classic/Reissue DVD:

TV on DVD:

Song: (18)

The Spinners/ Spaceballs/ Spaceballs
Screen Test Trivia: (19) 

We continue our April Fool’s Day look at spoofs with a question about The Naked Gun series. It’s not unusual for a movie to spawn a short lived television series- just look at Ferris Bueller, Planet of the Apes, and My Big Fat Greek Life to name a few. What’s less common is for a short lived series to spawn a movie, but that’s just what the Abrahams/Zucker team, who created Airplane!, did with their failed series Police Squad. The series lasted only six episodes, but went on to inspire 3 Naked Gun movies, meaning the movie series is actually longer than the TV show it came from. 

One of the running gags in the show was to have a weekly guest star who was killed before the opening titles were done. One of these guest stars actually got their chance to actually guest star when the television series became a film series. Which one of the six mortally wounded guest stars from Police Squad went on to star in a Naked Gun movie?

Lorne Green, George Stanford Brown, Robert Goulet, William Shatner, Florence Henderson, or William Conrad?
Song: (20)

Gap Band/ I’m Gonna Git You Sucka/ I’m Gonna Git You Sucka
Critique of the Week: (21)

Run Fatboy Run 
Simon Pegg stars as the titular fatboy in this comedy which has already done well in the U.K. Written by Michael Ian Black and directed by David Schwimmer, Run Fatboy Run is about a young man who has never completed anything in his life, including getting married. Ten years after leaving his pregnant fiancée, played by Thandee Newton, at the altar, his life is a dead end. He’s spurred to action when his former fiancée and mother of his son has a new beau, a go getter American played by Hank Azaria, who plans to marry her and take them back to the states. To prove his wherewithal to her and himself, Fatboy trains to run, and finish, the London River Run. Which begs the question, if Simon Pegg is fat, then what is Nick Frost? Rated PG-13. 

Song: (22)

John Morris/ Main Title/ Young Frankenstein
More Critique (23)

More Fatboy
Song: (24)

Sylvester Lavay/ Main Theme/ Hot Shots!
Screen Test Trivia: (25)

We continue our April Fool’s Day look at spoofs with a question about The Naked Gun series. It’s not unusual for a movie to spawn a short lived television series- just look at Ferris Bueller, Planet of the Apes, and My Big Fat Greek Life to name a few. What’s less common is for a short lived series to spawn a movie, but that’s just what the Abrahams/Zucker team, who created Airplane!, did with their failed series Police Squad. The series lasted only six episodes, but went on to inspire 3 Naked Gun movies, meaning the movie series is actually longer than the TV show it came from. 

One of the running gags in the show was to have a weekly guest star who was killed before the opening titles were done. One of these guest stars actually got their chance to actually guest star when the television series became a film series. Which one of the six mortally wounded guest stars from Police Squad went on to star in a Naked Gun movie?

Lorne Green, George Stanford Brown, Robert Goulet, William Shatner, Florence Henderson, or William Conrad?
Robert Goulet played the villain Quentin Hapsburg in Naked Gun 2 ½ The Smell of Fear.
Song: (26)

Gene Wilder and Peter Boyle/ Puttin on the Ritz/ Young Frankenstein
