Audio Bijou Show Notes 3/25/08

Song: (1)

Hans Zimmer/ Gortoz A Ran/ Black Hawk Down
Theme: (2)

Box Office Round Up: (3)

Horton hears cha-ching
The Score: (4)

Ripped from the Headlines
There’s not much in the way of movie headlines this week, so our show for you is ripped from the actual headlines, just like Law and Order! 
Elliot Spitzer and Kwame Kilpatrick have put political sex scandals back in the headlines, and the Reverend Wright has made racial extremism a hot button topic again, so we’re going to review The Bank Job, a heist movie that combines both of those things with the fun crime of stealing! 

Plus, as of this week, the Iraq war is 5 years old and has reached its 4,000th casuality. Unfortunately, all the movies about the Iraq war are boring stinkers. Let’s face it, good war movies only come out after the war is over. Just compare The Green Berets, made during the Viet Nam War, to Full Metal Jacket, made two decades later.  So we’re going to listen to the soundtracks from the movies about the last couple wars in the Arab world, including Three Kings, Jarhead, and Blackhawk Down.  

Granted, Jarhead isn’t that good, but its soundtrack is.

Song: (5)

Carter Burwell/ The Gold/ Three Kings
Screen Test Trivia: (6)

This past weekend was Easter Weekend, which means two things: Peeps and The Ten Commandments on ABC. Cecil B. Demille’s biblical epic about the story of Moses starring Charleton Heston featured an all star cast including, groundbreaking special effects, and one of the biggest budgets of any film at the time. The Ten Commandments was Demille’s final film, and saw the director return to the material of one of his first films, the 1923 silent original. When it debuted in 1956, it wowed audiences, scored Oscars, and became one of the highest grossing films in history.  It’s gone on to become a yearly tradition that it airs on the Alphabet every Easter Sunday. But what year did ABC begin this yearly tradition?
A. 1968
B. 1973
C. 1978
D. 1981
Song: (7)

Rachid Taha/ Barra Barra/ Blackhawk Down
New to Theaters:

21 (8)

Based on a true story, as detailed in the book Bringing Down the House, of six MIT students who use their math skills to count cards at blackjack and cheat Vegas casinos out of millions. Well, sort of based on a true story. In the true story, the MIT students were Asian Americans. In the fake, Hollywood version, studio executives think Asains can’t headline a movie unless they’re doing Kung Fu so the roles have been recast with the lily white Jim Sturgess and Kate Bosworth. Kevin Spacey costars as the unorthodox math professor who leads the team and Lawrence Fishburn as the casino security agent bent on taking them down. Rated PG-13.  

Run Fatboy Run (9)

Simon Pegg stars as the titular fatboy in this comedy which has already done well in the U.K. Written by Michael Ian Black and directed by David Schwimmer, Run Fatboy Run is about a young man who has never completed anything in his life, including getting married. Ten years after leaving his pregnant fiancée, played by Thandee Newton, at the alter, his life is a dead end. He’s spurred to action when his former fiancée and mother of his son has a new beau, a go getter American played by Hank Azaria, who plans to marry her and take them back to the states. To prove his wherewithal to her and himself, Fatboy trains to run, and finish, the London River Run. Which begs the question, if Simon Pegg is fat, then what is Nick Frost? Rated PG-13. 
Stoploss (10)

If there’s one thing you think of when you think MTV films, it is of course, street dance competitions. We’re not sure how street dancing fits in to this portrayal of Iraq War vets being called back to war from their leave in Texas from the director of Boys Don’t Cry, but there’s three things to consider here- Iraq war movies tank at the box office, street dance movies sell, and MTV loves money. So look forward to Ryan Phillippe, Joseph Gordon Levette and Timothy Olyphant forming some sort of B-Boy team to win the war… or something. Rated R.
Superhero Movie (11)

Another week, another cruddy parody movie with “Movie” in the title. This time the target is comic book movies like Spider-Man, X-Men, Fantastic Four, and others, begging the question- wasn’t Spider-Man 3 enough of a parody already? Drake Bell, of Nickelodeon’s Drake and Josh, stars as a young man who is transformed into the superhero Dragon Fly and then poop jokes happen. From the people who made the last couple Scary Movie sequels. Rated PG-13. 
Flawless (12)

From Academy Award nominated director Michael Radford, Michael Cane and Demi Moore star in this heist movie set in 1960’s London about a retiring janitor and a hard working but disgruntled female executive who conspire to steal millions in diamonds from their ungrateful employer as revenge for years of being ignored and passed over. The movie has already premiered on demand on some cable providers, but if you like spending more money, watching it when someone else tells you to, and having your shoes stick to the floor it will be in theaters this Friday. Rated PG-13.
Song: (13)

Thomas Newman/ Raining Oil/ Jarhead
New to DVD: (14, 15)

Direct to DVD:

Classic/Reissue DVD:

TV on DVD:

Song: (16)

Thomas Newman/ Full Chemical Gear/ Jarhead
Screen Test Trivia: (17) 

This past weekend was Easter Weekend, which means two things: Peeps and The Ten Commandments on ABC. Cecil B. Demille’s biblical epic about the story of Moses starring Charleton Heston featured an all star cast including, groundbreaking special effects, and one of the biggest budgets of any film at the time. The Ten Commandments was Demille’s final film, and saw the director return to the material of one of his first films, the 1923 silent original. When it debuted in 1956, it wowed audiences, scored Oscars, and became one of the highest grossing films in history.  It’s gone on to become a yearly tradition that it airs on the Alphabet every Easter Sunday. But what year did ABC begin this yearly tradition?

A. 1968

B. 1973

C. 1978

D. 1981
Song: (18)

Thomas Newman/ Desert Storm/ Jarhead
Critique of the Week: (19)

The Bank Job
Jason Statham and Saffron Burrows star in this action crime drama that has all the earmarks of a Guy Ritchie movie without actually having Guy Ritchie. It’s the true life heist story about a legendary London bank robbery in 1971 where no one where ever caught or convicted due to a mysterious government cover up called a D-Notice. That’s the gag order issued to silence anything that might embarrass the royal family, a policy they must have done away with shortly before Princess Diana claimed they bugged her head with microchips and Prince Charles dumped her for the most manly looking woman in England. Rated R.
Song: (20)

Thomas Newman/ Pink Mist/ Jarhead
More Critique (21)

More Bank Job
Song: (22)

Thomas Newman/ Welcome to the Suck/ Jarhead
Screen Test Trivia: (23)

This past weekend was Easter Weekend, which means two things: Peeps and The Ten Commandments on ABC. Cecil B. Demille’s biblical epic about the story of Moses starring Charleton Heston featured an all star cast including, groundbreaking special effects, and one of the biggest budgets of any film at the time. The Ten Commandments was Demille’s final film, and saw the director return to the material of one of his first films, the 1923 silent original. When it debuted in 1956, it wowed audiences, scored Oscars, and became one of the highest grossing films in history.  It’s gone on to become a yearly tradition that it airs on the Alphabet every Easter Sunday. But what year did ABC begin this yearly tradition?

A. 1968

B. 1973

C. 1978

D. 1981
1981 started the yearly tradition of The Ten Commandments on Easter. What started as a special edition of the ABC Sunday Movie has survived the demise of that show, Disney’s takeover of the network, and sharing a timeslot with Desperate Housewives to remain a yearly ratings winner.
Song: (24)

U2/ In God’s Country/ 3 Kings

