Audio Bijou 3/20/07

Song:

Turtle Power/ Partners in Kryme/ Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Soundtrack (1)

Theme: (2)

Box Office Round Up: (3)

Screen Test Trivia Question: (4)

Everyone knows that the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles were named after the greatest artists of the Italian Renaissance, (although Masaccio, Botticelli, Caravaggio, and Titian might wonder where their turtles are) but one of the turtles names is actually misspelled. Which member of the green machine has a typo for a title?

Michaelangelo, Leonardo, Donatello, or Raphael?

Song: (5)

John Du Prez/ Splinter's Tale I & II/ Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Soundtrack (5)

New to Theaters (wide release):

TMNT (6)

Leonardo, Donatello, Raphael, and Michaelangelo return to the big screen for the first time in 13 years, with a new CGI look, thanks to Hong Kong animation studio Imagi, a new studio, since New Line merged with Warner Brothers in '96, and a first time writer/director named Kevin Munroe.  The film is set up, in similar style to Superman Returns, as a sequel that builds on part of the originals while ignoring the silliness of the later movies. After the defeat of Shredder the heroes in a half shell have drifted apart to live separate lives, with Leonardo traveling the world, Raphael becoming a masked vigilante, Michaelangelo entertaining at children's parties, and Donatello becoming an IT specialist working out the home. As Splinter attempts to keep the four brother's together, a new threat appears in the form of industrialist Max Winters who's teamed with the remnants of the Foot Clan to resurrect an army of demon monsters to take over the city. Only the Turtles and old friends April O'Neil and Casey Jones can stop them.

TMNT features the voice work of Sarah Michelle Geller, Patrick Stewart, Mako, Zhang Ziyi, Chris Evans, Kevin Smith, and is Narrated by Laurence Fishburn. Sadly, Corey Feldman is nowhere to be seen. Rated PG.

Shooter (7)

Mark Whalberg stars as improbably named former Marine sniper Bobby Swagger who is recruited by the government for one last assignment- to stop a Presidential assassin. Little does he know though that it's the assassins who've hired him and pin the shooting on him. Now he must evade the law while trying to uncover the conspiracy that framed him. Shooter is directed by Antione Fuqua (Training Day) and costars Danny “I'm too old for this shit” Glover, Elias “I used to be Casey Jones” Koteas, Kate “I've played nothing but high schoolers before so it's kind of weird that I play Mark Whalberg's love interest even though I'm 24 years old” Mara and Ned Beatty. Rated R.

Reign Over Me (8)

Mike Binder, one of the most talentless hacks in all of show biz and responsible for the worst show to ever air on HBO, The Mind of the Married Man, wrote, directed and plays a supporting role in this post 9/11 dramedy. Adam Sandler and Don Cheadle play former roommates who accidentally reconnect after several years only to find each others lives are not what they would have predicted. Sandler's character,a formerly successful New York dentist, saw his life destroyed when his family was killed in the World Trade Center attack while Don Cheadle's character is an overworked and stressed out family man. Together their rekindled friendship helps one man sort through his grief and the other appreciate what he has.  This film was originally slated for an Awards Season friendly release date of December 1, but was pushed back when Sony saw they could open it in the same weekend as Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Idiots. Rated  R.

Pride (9)

Pride is the true story of Philadelphia schoolteacher Jim Ellis, who in 1973 took an abandoned city pool and a group of troubled teens and turned them into the city's first black swim team. Yes, despite what you've seen on reality television, black people actually can swim, and Coach Ellis trains his team in the face of economic hardship, infighting, and prejudice to compete in the state championships. Pride stars Academy Award nominee Terrence Howard (Hustle and Flow) as  Ellis and Bernie Mac as the loveable ol' janitor who helps him.. Rated PG.

The Last Mimzy (10)

Based on the 1943 short story Mimsy Were the Borogoves, The Last Mimzy tells the story of two kids who find a box of toys that when they start to play with them turn them super intelligent. No, its not the LeapPad Smart Start Interactive Learning System or the Baby Einstein Discover and Play Activity Center, it's actually a collection of artifacts displaced from the future, including a stuffed bunny rabbit that turns out to be a techno-organic being known as a Mimzy. Yes, a cyborg bunny from the future who turns children into hyper intelligent telekinetics to the shock of their parents and teachers, that's sounds like a great children's movie and in no way creepy. Bob Shaye, president of New Line himself, got out from behind his desk to direct this one, his first film in well over a decade, presumably to show that upstart Peter Jackson how he thinks a fantasy film should be made. Stars Timothy Hutton, Rainn Wilson, and Michael Clark Duncan as the creeped out adults and a couple of newcomers as the creepy kids. Rated PG.

The Hills Have Eyes 2 (11)

Another week, another horror movie. The remake of Wes Craven's The Hills Have Eyes did well enough to spawn this sequel, which is not a remake of Wes Craven's The Hills Have Eyes Part II but a new story by Craven and his son Jonathon. In this one it's a group of National Guard trainees doing maneuvers in the New Mexico desert who find themselves the victims of the horrible cave mutants. Could that be a thinly veiled political commentary on the horrors of modern war? Maaayyyybe...And maybe those critics who slammed 300 for its supposed pro-Iraq War political slant will learn that injecting  an anti-war sentiment into popcorn entertainment is perhaps not the best forum for productive debate. Fox switched subsidiaries for the series from their Fox Searchlight pseudo indy label to their new Fox Atomic imprint, sort of their version of Disney's Rogue Pictures, because having a horror/low budget action flick/genre imprint is the latest in essential studio accessories. Rated R. Note: this movie is also slated to have the first trailer for 28 Weeks Later attached.

Song: 

M.C. Hammer/ This Is What We Do/ Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Soundtrack (12)

New to Theaters (limited release):

First Snow (13)

Mark Fergus, who was among the five nominated for an Oscar for the screenplay for Children of Men and who is writing the upcoming Iron Man and John Carter of Mars, wrote and directed this psychological suspense film. Guy Pierce stars as a traveling salesman who gets stuck in a small town and visits a fortune teller who predicts, among other things, his death on the day of the first snow. He blows it off until some of the things the fortune teller said start to come true. Now as his life unravels he must scramble to change the aspects of it that are leading to his untimely fate. J. K. Simmons, Piper Perabo,  and William Fichtner costar. Rated R.

Colour Me Kubrick (14)

John Malkovitch stars in this comedy about the true story of a con man who, while Stanley Kubrick was busy directing Eyes Wide Shut, went around impersonating the reclusive director. Despite not looking, sounding or acting anything like him, the gag was good for getting backing for non-existant films, pilfering donations to bogus charities, and bumming cigarettes and free drinks off of wealthy suckers and eager rent boys. Of course Kubrick died while making Eyes Wide Shut, so the act became somewhat harder to pull off after that. Director Brian Cook was actually Kubrick's long time assistant director and the screenplay was written by Anthony Frewin, Kubrick's longtime assistant.  If you can't find it at a theater it will be on DVD on the 27th.

Song:

Klaus Badelt/ I Love Being a Turtle/ TMNT (15)

New to DVD: (16, 17)

Rocky Balboa

Sylvester Stallone dusts off his old franchise for one more round.

Blood Diamond

Leonardo Dicaprio and Djimon Hounsou in their Academy Award nominated roles as a diamond hungry soldier of fortune and a fisherman from Sierra Leone who must save his family when the violence around the country's civil war tears apart his family, ushering his wife and daughter into a refugee camp and turning his son into a child soldier. Ed Zwick directed and Jennifer Connelly plays an American journalist.

Eragon

Adaptation of the first in Christopher Paolini's Inheritance Trilogy about a boy who finds a dragon's egg and is destined to overthrow the evil despot threatening his lands. Jeremy Irons, Robert Carlyle, John Malkovich, Djimon Hounsou, and Rachel Weisz star.

Everyone's Hero

The late Christopher Reeve's pet project about a boy who must rescue Babe Ruth's bat to help the Bambino win the world series. CGI animation with voices of Rob Reiner and Whoopie Goldberg.

The Nativity Story

The prenatal prequel to The Passion of the Christ stars Kiesha Castle-Hughes as the mysteriously pregnant teenager Mary, a role she apparently used the method approach to capture.

Direct to DVD:

N/A

Classic/Reissue DVD:

Re-Animator

TV on DVD: (18)

Miami Vice S3&4

Batman Beyond S3

JLU S2

JAG S3

NewsRadio S5

Sleeper Cell S2

Christy CS

Maude S1

McHale's Navy S1

Run's House S1&2

Song:

Psychadelic/ Turtle Jam/ Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles III (19)

Screen Test Trivia Question: (20)

Everyone knows that the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles were named after the greatest artists of the Italian Renaissance, (although Masaccio, Botticelli, Caravaggio, and Titian might wonder where their turtles are) but one of the turtles names is actually misspelled. Which member of the green machine has a typo for a title?

Michaelangelo, Leonardo, Donatello, or Raphael?

Song:

Gym Class Heroes/ Shell Shock/ TMNT (21)

Cinema Critique of the Week: (22)

I Think I Love My Wife

Song: 

Ya Kid K/ Awesome/ Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles II (23)

Wrap Up/Trivia Answer: (24)

Everyone knows that the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles were named after the greatest artists of the Italian Renaissance, (although Masaccio, Botticelli, Caravaggio, and Titian might wonder where their turtles are) but one of the turtles names is actually misspelled. Which member of the green machine has a typo for a title?

Michaelangelo, Leonardo, Donatello, or Raphael?

Answer: Michaelangelo has a extra “a” in it. It should be Michelangelo, at least it should if he's supposed to be named after Michelangelo Buonarrotti, sculptor of David and painter of the Sistine Chapel. The error was corrected for the new series of comics, but still appears incorrectly everywhere else.

Song: (25)

Orchestra On the Half Shell/ Turtle Rhapsody/Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

