Audio Bijou Show Notes 3/11/08

Song: (1)

Geinoh Yamashirogumi/ Keneda/ Akira
Theme: (2)

Box Office Round Up: (3)

10,000 B.C. is a mammoth hit both at home and overseas.
The Score: (4)

During Disney’s decline, Animation still thrived
We here at the Audio Bijou love animation, and with Bee Movie arriving on DVD today, Horton Hears a Who opening in theaters this Friday and Dreamworks’ summer offering Kung Fu Panda premiering at ShoWest we thought it would be the perfect time to revisit the craft. Rather than concentrate on today’s computer animated, consumer product tie in driven blockbuster tentpoles however, we thought we’d take a look back at animations ink and paint ancestry and the maverick filmmakers who fueled the medium thirty years ago.

In the time period between Walt Disney’s death and the company’s resurgence with The Little Mermaid, the company hit a creative and box office low point, but animation still thrived creatively thanks to directors such as Don Bluth, Will Vinton, Katsuhiro Otomo and the production pair of Rankin and Bass. These filmmakers proved that animation is a medium rather than a genre, creating films that were anything but the typical Disney fare, tackling complex themes of morality and mortality, and in the process creeping the hell out of me as a kid. 

So, because we love animation, and because one of our listeners called in and asked for it, we’ll listen to the themes from the animation alternatives of the seventies and eighties.     

Song: (5)

Paul Williams and Jerry Goldsmith/ Flying Dreams/ The Secret of NIMH

Screen Test Trivia: (6)

Roland Emmerich, who scored big this past weekend with 10,000 B.C., honed his distinct brand of brainless special effects laden sci fi blockbuster throughout the early 1990’s with moderate hits like Universal Soldier, Stargate, and eventually his biggest hit Independence Day. Independence Day however, wasn’t originally called Independence Day. Before a legal dispute with another studio that owned the rights to the title was settled, ID4 was going to be called something else, and it wasn’t even set to open on July 4th weekend. What was Independence Day’s original title?  
Song: (7)

James Horner & Diana Ross/ If We Hold On Together/ The Land Before Time

New to Theaters:

Horton Hears a Who (8)

Blue Sky, the animation studio responsible for Ice Age and Robots, adapts the classic Doctor Suess tale with, of course, some augmentation to stretch the 22 page children’s story to 90 minutes of flashy, celebrity voiced, pop culture reference spewing, computer animated entertainment. Jim Carrey voices Horton, the elephant who’s faithful 100%, while Steve Carell voices the mayor of Whoville, the microscopic world that somehow still celebrates the birth of Christ. Horton defends the tiny speck of a civilization against annihilation with the constant credo of a “Person’s a person no matter how small.” This ultra conservative, right to life stance earns him the scorn the jungle’s strong pro-Choice faction. Comedy it-boys Seth Rogan and Jonah Hill also star. Rated PG.  

Doomsday (9)

Writer/director Neil Marshall follows up his critically acclaimed action horror movie The Descent with Doomsday, a sort of 28 Days Later meets Mad Max story of a select team of scientist and special forces sent in to the devastated remains of Scotland. 25 years prior the region was ravaged by a killer virus that threatened to wipe out all the U.K. before the decision to wall off the country staved off the disease. Now the virus has re-emerged in London and the decision has been made to investigate the now decimated dystopian country to research the natural immunity of the survivors for a cure, but the savage remnants of the Scots aren’t exactly accepting solicitation, having devolved into violent medieval tribalism. Marshall was inspired by the ancient attempts of the Romans to rope off the untamed country with Hadrian’s Wall. Malcolm McDowell and Bob Hoskins stars as well as the almost famous Rhona Mitra. Rated R.

Never Back Down (10)

When a young man is forced to move to a new town and new school he catches the eye of a pretty girl, which runs afoul of a blond haired bully and his martial arts gang. After being beat up at a party he seeks the help of a foreign born martial arts master, who mentors the boy and teaches him an important lesson about discipline, honor, and friendship…I’m sorry, that was the synopsis for The Karate Kid. Never Back Down is essentially the same thing, but with Mixed Martial Arts replacing Karate and Djaimon Honsou playing the part of Mr. Miagi. Rated PG-13.

Funny Games (limited) (11)

Austrian writer/ director Michael Haneke remakes his own 1997 horror movie of the same name for American audiences with Naomi Watts and Tim Roth as a vacationing family who are terrorized by a pair of violent young men who attack the couple’s summer cottage and puts them through a series of sick, sadistic games for survival. The film is a shot for shot remake of the innovative, fourth wall breaking Austrian original. Rated R.
Song: (12)

Billy Scream/ The Adventures of Mark Twain
New to DVD: (13, 14)

Direct to DVD:

Classic/Reissue DVD:

TV on DVD:

Song: (15)

Glenn Yarbrough/ The Greatest Adventure/ The Hobbitt
Screen Test Trivia: (16) 

Roland Emmerich, who scored big this past weekend with 10,000 B.C., honed his distinct brand of brainless special effects laden sci fi blockbuster throughout the early 1990’s with moderate hits like Universal Soldier, Stargate, and eventually his biggest hit Independence Day. Independence Day however, wasn’t originally called Independence Day. Before a legal dispute with another studio that owned the rights to the title was settled, ID4 was going to be called something else, and it wasn’t even set to open on July 4th weekend. What was Independence Day’s original title?

Song: (17)

America/ The Last Unicorn/ The Last Unicorn
Critique of the Week: (18)

Crazy 80’s creep show cartoons
The Land Before Time 1988
Long before it became a direct to video sequel factory, The Land Before Time was a unique collaboration between Steven Spielberg, George Lucas, and Disney veteran Don Bluth. Far from the sing songy sequels, the original featured a muted pallet, tinted by the overriding theme of impending extinction.

The Secret of NIMH 1982
Disney veteran Don Bluth made his debut as an independent filmmaker with this ambitious animated story that combines a folktale story of talking rodents with a disturbing tale of political intrigue, moral corruption and confusion, murder, humanism and mysticism.
The Last Unicorn 1982

Rankin and Bass, one time makers of Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer and eventual makers of Thundercats, adapt a fantasy novel about  the last of the unicorns, who investigates the disappearance of her kind, which comes at the hand of a flaming red bull controlled by a heartless king obsessed with death voiced by Christopher Lee

The Hobbitt 1977

Long before Peter Jackson, Rankin Bass adapt Tolkein with creep filled folk music fueled results

Raggedy Ann and Andy: A Musical Adventure 1977
Raggedy Ann and Andy journey through hallucinations and Looney land, encountering weird, creepy creatures.

Akira 1988
Katsuhiro Otomo adapts his Manga about a biker gang in post apocalyptic Neo Tokyo who sees one of its members turned into a vein popping telekinetic monster by government scientists. 

The Adventures of Mark Twain 1985
California Raisons creator Will Vinton directed this amalgamation of the works of Mark Twain, which take place as Twain along with Tom, Huck, and Becky travel by airship to catch Haley’s Comet so Twain can die. Satan is also featured, creepily creating small clay people and then unleashing a passionless wrath destroying them.
G.I. Joe the Movie 1987

Cobra Commander turns out to be the vanguard of a subterranean race of bug lizard monsters called Cobra-La, who turn the terrorist into a snake creature with compound eyes who mutters “Once a man…” as his humanity slips away and his cohorts plot to destroy mankind with spores.

Transformers 1987
Optimus Prime dies. Plus a giant planet robot voiced by Orson Wells destroys billions and takes a dying Megatron and turns him into a big purple nightmare.
Song: (19)

Joe Raposo / Raggedy Ann and Andy Meet the Greedy
More Critique (20)

More creepy cartoons
Song: (21)

Theme/ G.I. Joe the Movie
Screen Test Trivia: (22)

Roland Emmerich, who scored big this past weekend with 10,000 B.C., honed his distinct brand of brainless special effects laden sci fi blockbuster throughout the early 1990’s with moderate hits like Universal Soldier, Stargate, and eventually his biggest hit Independence Day. Independence Day however, wasn’t originally called Independence Day. Before a legal dispute with another studio that owned the rights to the title was settled, ID4 was going to be called something else, and it wasn’t even set to open on July 4th weekend. What was Independence Day’s original title?

Independence Day was originally going to be called Doomsday. The legal dispute was settled of course, ID4 opened on Independence Day, and now over a decade later a new movie named Doomsday will be released this upcoming Friday.
Song: (23)

Stan Bush/ Dare/ Transformers the Movie
