Audio Bijou Show Notes 3/4/08

Song: (1)

Theme: (2)

Box Office Round Up: (3)

Will Ferrell shoots and scores with Semi Pro
The Score: (4)

A Tribute to New Line and Robert Shaye
Semi Pro marks a milestone. Not because it came in at number one at the box office, but because on another list it comes in dead last. Semi Pro is officially the last theatrical release of New Line Cinema with Robert Shaye at its head. After this weekend, New Line was folded into its parent company Warner Brothers and hundreds of its employees, including its president, lost their jobs. With any other studio and any other studio head this wouldn’t be such a big deal, but New Line was the first major independent studio and Robert Shaye was in charge of it for its entire 40 year history- longer than any other current studio head or any other in history. Since the sixties New Line has been a series of highs and lows, betting big, winning big, and occasionally losing a lot. Those bets led it to the heights of the multi-billion dollar multi Academy Award winning Lord of the Rings trilogy as well as stinkers like Little Nicky. It was one of those last bets, on The Golden Compass, that served as the final nail in the New Line coffin. New Line sold off the foreign rights to finance the film, which went on to gross a paltry 70 million domestically while its foreign distributers enjoyed the film’s 260 million overseas net. Tonight we take a look back at the highs and lows of the forty years that was New Line Cinema.    

Song: (5)

Screen Test Trivia: (6)

New Line is often referred to as the house that Freddy built, noting that although the studio has released such high minded and award winning fair as Glengary Glenross, The Player, Se7en, Boogie Nights, Little Children and others, it first became successful through A Nightmare on Elm Street and its seemingly unending sequels. This was far from the independent studios’ first foray into the low budget horror genre. Which of the following caro syrup soaked slashers was also a New Line release?
A. Evil Dead

B. Fright Night

C. Creepshow

D. Re-Animator

Song: (7)

New to Theaters:

10,000 B.C. (8)

From Roland Emmerich, the stunning auteur who created such timeless classics as Independence Day, Godzilla, and The Day After Tomorrow, comes 10,000 B.C., which despite the title similarities is not the 900 thousand years in the making sequel to 1 million B.C. Instead of Raquel Welch in history’s first bikini we get D’Leh, the mammoth hunter on his quest to rescue his love from the army of a lost civilization. Bad acting form unknown actors, big overblown effects shots, and cheesy c-grade Speilberg aspiring antics ensue. Rated PG-13.  

College Road Trip (9)

Martin Lawrence, the comedian who used to be so crazy but lately has been so middle aged and pudgy completes the sale of what little remains of his soul by going the Ice Cube route and doing a cutesy family road comedy. In this Disney, for the lack of a better word comedy, Lawrence stars as the overprotective father who decides to drive his daughter, played by Raven Simone, the cute little girl from the Cosby show who grew up to be not so cute and anything but little, off to her first day of college. PG rated Hijinks ensue.. Rated PG.

The Bank Job (10)

Jason Statham and Saffron Burrows star in this action crime drama that has all the earmarks of a Guy Ritchie movie without actually having Guy Ritchie. It’s the true life heist story about a legendary London bank robbery in 1971 where no one where ever caught or convicted due to a mysterious government cover up called a D-Notice. That’s the gag order issued to silence anything that might embarrass the royal family, a policy they must have done away with shortly before Princess Diana claimed they bugged her head with microchips and Prince Charles dumped her for the most manly looking woman in England. Rated R.

Mrs. Pettigrew Lives for a Day (11)

After making one of the best movies ever period, the creators of City of God turned to television, creating a slightly more lighthearted miniseries that revisited the themes of crime family, drugs, and brutality in the ghettos of Brazil that made the original film such an impressive and intense story. City of Men is their new film based on the television series based on the original film and returns to the original’s grim and gritty brand of filmmaking. If it’s even half as good as the original it will still be twice as good as any movie put out in months. Rated R.
Song: (12)

New to DVD: (13, 14, 15)

Direct to DVD:

Classic/Reissue DVD:

TV on DVD:

Song: (16)

Screen Test Trivia: (17) 

New Line is often referred to as the house that Freddy built, noting that although the studio has released such high minded and award winning fair as Glengary Glenross, The Player, Se7en, Boogie Nights, Little Children and others, it first became successful through A Nightmare on Elm Street and its seemingly unending sequels. This was far from the independent studios’ first foray into the low budget horror genre. Which of the following caro syrup soaked slashers was also a New Line release?

A. Evil Dead

B. Fright Night

C. Creepshow

D. Re-Animator

Song: (18)

Critique of the Week: (19)

Semi Pro

In 1976, the maverick ABA, the basketball league that innovated three point scoring and slam dunk contests, was absorbed into the NBA, helping to move basketball from a gentlemen’s sport of team play and gamesmanship to today’s freakshow of gargantuan showboating millionaires. Semi Pro harkens back to these days of old, featuring Will Ferell as ABA team owner Jackie Moon, whose team the Flint Tropics risks being eliminated when the merger takes place unless they can increase attendance and improve their record. Andre 3000 and Woody Harrelson costar in this comedy that combines the stupid sports gags of Talledega Nights, Blades of Glory and the other Will Ferell sports movies with the stupid 70’s gags of Anchorman and the cowbell guy. Rated R.

Song: (20)

More Critique (21)

More Semi Pro
Song: (22)

Screen Test Trivia: (23)

New Line is often referred to as the house that Freddy built, noting that although the studio has released such high minded and award winning fair as Glengary Glenross, The Player, Se7en, Boogie Nights, Little Children and others, it first became successful through A Nightmare on Elm Street and its seemingly unending sequels. This was far from the independent studios’ first foray into the low budget horror genre. Which of the following caro syrup soaked slashers was also a New Line release?

A. Evil Dead

B. Fright Night

C. Creepshow

D. Re-Animator

New Line picked up Evil Dead after no one else would. They passed on its two sequels however.
Song: (24)

